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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0465 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS : MASS, BA 

SUBJECT : BAHRAINI HELICOPTER PURCHASE PLANS 
REF : (A) MANAMA 244, (B) MANAMA 288 AND RELATED 

1 . EMBASSY WAS VISITED APRIL 27 BY JOSEPH COOPER, MIDDLE 
EAST AREA DIRECTOR OF SIKORSKY AIRCRAFT; IT WAS FIRST TIME 
HE HAS VISITED THIS EMBASSY. HE SAID HIS FIRM HAS MADE 
OFFER TO BAHRAIN DEFENSE FORCE (BDF) FOR FOURTEEN "MULTI- 
MISSION" HELICOPTERS (WHICH HE INADVERTENLY DESCRIBED AS 
"GUNSHIPS"). HE IS ANTICIPATING FINAL QUOTATIONS FROM 
COMPANY THIS WEEK AND HAS BEEN TOLD BY DEFENSE MINISTER/ 
HEIR APPARENT THAT "FINAL" DECISION WILL BE MADE NEXT WEEK 
ON PURCHASE. COMPETITORS ARE BRITISH AND FRENCH. 

2. HE NOTED BDF AIM IS TO ESTABLISH BAHRAIN AS REGIONAL 
SERVICING/MAINTENANCE/REPAIR/TRAINING CENTER FOR MILITARY 
HELICOPTERS. SIKORSKY IS ALSO INVOLVED IN BID ON HELICOPTERS 
FOR ABU DHABI AND IT WAS IN ABU DHABI, DURING AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT BY BAHRAIN DEFENSE MINISTER, THAT FIRM FIRST CAME IN 
CONTACT WITH BAHRAINIS. 

3. COOPER ASKED POSITION OK USG ON LICENSING EXPORT OF SUCH 
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"WORRIED" ABOUT WHETHER USG WOULD APPROVE EXPORT TO BAHRAIN. 
ON THE OTHER HAND, COOPER ALLEGED USG FAVORABLY INCLINED TO 
THE ABU DHABI REQUEST - WHICH ENTAILS PURCHASE OF "CIVILIAN" 

AND "VIP" HELICOPTERS, NOT THE "MULTI MISSION TYPE" SOUGHT 
BY THE BAHRAINIS. 

4. EMBOFF INFORMED DIRECTOR THAT USG IS CONSIDERING GOB 
INTEREST IN U.S. TECHNICAL ADVICE ON DEVELOPING HELICOPTER 
WING IN LIGHT OF U.S. POLICY ON SUPPLY OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO LOWER GULF AND THAT AS FAR AS WE ARE AWARE NO DECISION 
HAS BEEN REACHED. 

5. COMMENT: IF COOPER IS ACCURATELY INFORMED, IT WOULD 
APPEAR BDF IS ALREADY CONSIDERABLY DOWN THE ROAD TOWARD A 
HELICOPTER ACQUISITION DECISION. 

TWINAM 
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